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“In Bavaria, agriculture and forestry, 

together with the food and wood-

processing industries, form the main 

pillars of the rural economy. They are 

strong, diverse, and forward-looking. 

This highly informative brochure presents key facts and recent 

developments. It is warmly recommended to all who are 

interested in the sector’s achievements, as well as in agri

cultural and forestry policy.”

State Minister Michaela Kaniber
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Agriculture as an economic sector

Shares in agricultural gross output in Bavaria  
in 2022 (€ 14 billion) 

 Milk	 28.9 %

 Cereals	 17.0 %

 Other agricultural products	 12.6 %

 Cattle and calves	 8.7 %

 Pigs	 6.4 %

 Vegetables	 4.9 %

 Eggs and poultry	 3.1 %

 Potatoes	 2.5 %

 Oil crops	 2.5 %

 Sugar beet 	 1.8 %

 Other animal-based products	 1.5 %

 Flowers and ornamental plants	 1.1 %

 Tree nursery products	 1.0 %

 Others	 1.5 %
 	  including 
 	  Wine  0.6 %
 	  Fruit  0.5 %
 	  Sheep and goats  0.3 %
 	  Protein crops  0.1 %

Agribusiness revenue in Bavaria 2022

 Agriculture and the food  
	 industry	 36.1 %

 Downstream sector 	 50.7 %
	 including   
	 trade in foodstuffs 	  42.8 %

 Upstream sector	 13.2 %
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Number of farm holdings in Bavaria Number of farm holdings in Bavaria 
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Betriebe
Fläche

Full-time and part-time holdings in Bavaria in 2023 
% of all farm holdings

 Full-time holdings	 37 %

 Part-time holdings 	 63 %

Farm holdings by size class 2023  
(excluding limit of detection (LOD))

 Farms       Area

Key figures of agrarian structure
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Purchase price of agricultural land�

Share of leased land in Bavaria

 Share of leasehold land in % UAA             ha of leasehold land per holding

Organic farming in Bavaria

 Number of holdings                     UAA (ha)
Organic farming in Bavaria
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Land distribution in Bavaria in 2022  
(7.05 Mio. ha) �

 Agricultural area 	 46.08 %

 Forest area	 35.34 %

 Residential estate	 7.76 %

 Traffic		  4.73 %

 Vegetation-free area	 2.79 %

 Bodies of water	 1.73 %

 Other Area	 1.56 %
sub-dividet into 
Wooded area  1.32 %
Peatland area  0.18 %
Swamp area 0.03 %
Heath area 0.02 %

Main forms of agricultural land use and principal crops in 2021 
(3.094 million ha)  

 Permanent grassland 	 33.7 %

 Arable land	 65.9 %
sub-dividet into    
Cereals total   33.7 %
Fodder  20.1 %
Commercial crops  4.8 %
Root crops  3.3 %
Other arable land   2.8 %
Set-aside land  1.3 %

  Other UAA	 0.4 %

Land use, plant production, 
renewable natural resources
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Cereal production in Bavaria (excluding maize as grain)

Year Yield  
in dt/ha

Production  
in 1,000 tons

Area  
in 1,000 ha

2022 65.7 6,180 941

2023 65.8 6,079 924

Oil crop cultivation in Bavaria

Year Yield  
in dt/ha

Production  
in 1,000 tons

Area  
in 1,000 ha

Winter rapeseed
2022 39.3 414 105

2023 39.9 443 111

Sunflowers  
(used as crops for grain)

2022 19.4 18 9.3

2023 24.4 20 8.3

Hop production in Bavaria	

Year Yield 
in dt/ha

Production 
in dt

Area under hops in ha Number 
of holdingsTotal Per holding

2000 16.6 259,459 15,646 8.4 1,860

2010 18.9 297,793 15,769 12.7 1,240

2020 23.2 410,178 17,652 18.9 932

2021 23.9 419,147 17,533 19.3 907

2022 16.9 295,764 17,532 19.5 899

2023 20.3 356,338 17,543 19.8 886

Cultivation and use of regenerative natural resources  
in Bavaria in 2022 (532,000 ha)

 Biogas	 400,000 ha

 �Biodiesel	 75,000 ha

 Bioethanol 	 11,000 ha

 Short rotation Coppice (SRC)	 10,000 ha

 �Material use	 44,500 ha

Biogas 400,000 ha
Biodiesel 75,000 ha
bioethanol 11,000 ha
Short rotation 1,500 ha
Material use 44,500 ha

Anbau und Verwendung nachwachsender Rohstoffe in Bayern 2020 
Bayern insgesamt: 448.000 ha

532,000 ha
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Bavaria according to the register of vineyards 
Survey includes holdings with at least 1,000 m2 of vineyards

 Total area under vines        Productive area under vines        Number of holdings

Rebflächenentwicklung in Bayern nach Weinbaukartei
Erhebung erfolgt in Betrieben ab 10 Ar Rebfläche
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Wine must production in Bavaria

 Production in hl       Yield in hl/ha

Wine must in Bavaria
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Horticulture in Bavaria 
Horticultural area in 2023 in haGartenbau in Bayern
Gärtnerische Nutzfläche im Jahr 2021 in ha

19,173

3,000

5,891

671
1,455

0

4,000

8,000

12,000

16,000

20,000

24,000

Vegetable cultivation Medicinal herbs/spice plants Fruit orchards Ornamental plants Tree nurseries

ha

Viticulture and horticulture
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Milk production in Bavaria�

 Milk production in 1,000 t        Average annual milk vield in kg/cow

Milk production in Bavaria

3,
11

3 

5,
58

7 

6,
87

4 

8,
49

3 

8,
14

2 

7,
65

0 

7,
75

9 

8,
22

8 

8,
10

4 

8,
04

7 

8,
71

4 

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

9,000

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2021 2022 2023

1,
00

0 
t

Milk production in 1,000 t
Average amount of milk kg/cow

Dairy farmers and number of dairy cows  
by herd size

Size of litter  Number of holdings  
2023

Number of animals in 1,000 
2023

1 to 9 heads 3,185  (13.6 %) 13.7  (1.3 %)

10 to 19 heads 3,137  (13.4 %) 46.0  (4.3 %)

20 to 49 heads 8,377  (35.9 %) 277.2  (26.2 %)

50 to 99 heads 6,933  (29.7 %) 476,4  (45.1 %)

100 or more 1,733  (7.4 %) 243.6  (23.1 %)

Bavaria 23,356 1,056.9

Pig fattening farmers and number of pigs  
by herd size

Size of litter   Number of holdings  
2023

Number of animals in 1,000 
2023

Less than 100 800  (28.0 %) 38.6  (3.0 %)

100 to 399 heads 900  (31.0 %) 204.6  (17.0 %)

400 to 999 heads 1,000  (34.0 %) 606.1  (52.0 %)

1,000 to 1,999 heads 200  (7.0 %) n.s.

2,000 to 4,999 heads n.s. n.s.

5,000 or more – –

Bavaria 2,900 1,170.8

Animal husbandry
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Bavarian exports of agricultural and food products  
– by major export markets (2022: € 12.04 billion) 

– by major agricultural products (2022: € 12.04 billion)

Bavarian agricultural exports and imports

 Agricultural exports       Agricultural imports

Bayerisches Staatsministerium für
Ernährung, Landwirtschaft, Forsten und Tourismus

Bayerische Agrarausfuhr und Agrareinfuhr 
in Mio. €
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Market and food industry

 Italy  18.3 %
 Austria  13.9 %
 Netherlands  8.8 %
 France  6.7 %
 Poland  5.7 %
 Belgium/Luxembourg  4.1 %
 Switzerland  3.8 %
 Spain  3.6 %
 Czech Republic  3.0 %
 United Kingdom  2.9 %
 Romania  2.4 %
 China  2.1 %
 Hungary  1.7 %
 USA  1.7 %
 Greece  1.6 %
 Russia  1.2 %

 Denmark 1.2 %
 Sweden  1.2 %
 Croatia  1.0 %
 Other countries  15.0 %

EU share (27)  77.3 %

 Cheese  18.0 %
 �Miscellaneous foodstuffs of vegetable origin  12.3 %
 Milk  12.1 %
 Meat and meat products  10.7 %
 Bakery  8.0 %
 Bran  5.1 %
 Sugar beet, sugar  4.3 %
 Beer  4.1 %
 Hop  2.8 %
 Potatoes and potato products  1.9 %
 Raw tobacco and tobacco products  1.5 %
 Wheat  1.3 %
 Other products  17.9 %



11

Bavarian agricultural and food imports  
– by major supplier countries (2022: € 13.40 billion) 

– by major agricultural products (2022: € 13.40 billion)

Percentage of consumer spending on food received by 
agricultural producers
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 Austria  18.6 %
 Italy  13.9 %
 Netherlands  13.8 %
 Poland  7.8 %
 Czech Republic  5.3 %
 France  5.3 %
 Spain  3.6 %
 Belgium/Luxembourg  3.5 %
 Switzerland  2.6 %
 Hungary  2.3 %
 Turkey  2.2 %
 Greece  1.7 %
 Serbia  1.5 %
 Ireland  1.3 %
 USA  1.2 %
 China  1.1 %

 Other countries  14.4 %
EU share (27): 81.6 %

 Miscellaneous food of vegetable origin 11.9 %
 Cheese  9.7 %
 �Fresh fruit, tropical fruit and citrus  8.6 %
 Milk  8.0 %
 Meat an d meat products  7.8 %
 Vegetables and culinary herbs  5.2 %
 Bakery  4.7 %
 Bran  4.0 %
 Oil crops  3.9 %
 Wine  3.1 %
 Prepared and canned vegetables  3.0 %
 Raw tobacco and tobacco products Spirits  2.9 %
 Other products  27.1 %
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Food processing industry in Bavaria in 2022  
companies with genereally 20 or  
more employees.� Source: Bavarian State Office for Statistics

Sector Sales  
in billion euro

Number of 
businesses

Number of 
employees

Dairy processors 14.5 80 19,300

Butchers and meat processors 6.1 340 25,400

Bakery and biscuit industry 3.7 492 51,700

Beer 2.5 122 10,500

Fruit and vegetable processors1 1.7 51 6,000

Producers of mineral water and soft drinks 1.3 34 4,400

Other processors   3.2   87 11,200

Total food industry 37.5 1,340 140,800
1 Including the processing of potatoes and the production of fruit and vegetable juices 

 
Self-sufficiency levels for various food groups 2021/2022

 EU       Germany       Bavaria
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Young professionals in agricultural and domestic science 
professions in 2023 in their first year of training 

 Farmer	 754
 Gardener	 655
 Others	 315
 �Dairy expert/ 
laboratory assistant	 162
 Domestic economics	 71
 Forestry worker	 144
 Equine worker	 89

Master craftsperson’s diploma awards in 2023 

 Farmer	 273
 Gardener	 103
 Domestic economics	 89
 �Dairy expert/ 
laboratory assistant	 25
 Forestry Worker	 18
 Animal caretaker	 20
 Fish farmer	 11
 Agricultural service specialist	 8
 Winegrower	 8

Vocational training
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Portfolio of rural development projects (31 December 2023)

 Integrated rural development 	 125
 Village revitalisation 	 1,348
 Land consolidation 	 615
 Voluntary exchange of land 	 226
 Rural road construction 	 86

Investment in rural development in 2022 and 2023 
(total € 620 million) 

 Land consolidation       Village revitalisation

Bayerisches Staatsministerium für
Ernährung, Landwirtschaft, Forsten und Tourismus

Investitionen der Ländlichen Entwicklung 
in Mio. € 

80.4 83.7 73.1 72.6 68.6

197.5 221.9 246.7 251.7 227.0

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

m
illi
on

 €

Flurneuordnung
Dorferneuerung

Rural development



15

Trend in income   
of full-time holdings in Bavaria 

 Total income/holding       Profit/holding       Profit/family AWU

Bayerisches Staatsministerium für
Ernährung, Landwirtschaft, Forsten und Tourismus

Längerfristige Entwicklung der Einkommen in den Haupterwerbsbetrieben
in Euro
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Ab 1991/92 Betriebe ab 15 ha LF. Ab 1995/96 Sozialökonomische Klassifizierung geändert.
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Income of full-time holdings in 2022/2023 
by type of holding (profit in euro/holding)

     Ø Bavaria (€ 92,672)

Bayerisches Staatsministerium für
Ernährung, Landwirtschaft, Forsten und Tourismus

Einkommenslage der Haupterwerbsbetriebe im WJ 2022/2023 nach Betriebsformen
Gewinn je Unternehmen

85,159 111,673 59,577 115,248 49,834 73,070
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Economic situation

Net profit of holdings in 2022/2023

full-time holdings part-time holdings

Holding size 64.04 ha UAA 21.15 ha UAA

Farm workers 1.85 AWU/farm 0.92 AWU/farm

of which member of the farmer family   1.50 family AWU/farm   0.89 family AWU/farm

Profit   1.447 euro/ha UAA   881 euro/ha UAA

Profit/holding 92,672 euros 18,633 euros

Total income/married couple 103,923 euros 43,892 euros

From 1991/92 excl. holdings under 15 ha UAA 
From 1995/96 socio-economic classification has changed
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Financial support for Bavarian agriculture and forestry from the EU, 
the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG) and Bavaria in 2023 
in EUR million

 Social measures in agriculture1)	 € 1,338 m
 Direct payments	 € 901 m
 �Advisory service, Administration, Research	 € 741 m
 Environmental programmes2)	 € 332 m
 �Restructuring grants for rural areas	 € 163 m
 Grants for forestry 	  € 104 m
 �Compensatory allowances for  
less-favored areas	 € 105 m
 �Special incentives and other measures 	  € 79 m
 Investment grants 	  € 52 m
 �Self-help organisation  
and other associations 	  € 35 m
 Other  	  € 30 m
of which
Improving the market position 
of Bavarian producers 	 € 18 m 
Other EU Grants 	 € 9 m
Food 	 € 3 m

1 �Subsidies Bavaria received (estimated), pursuant to household approach in German Federal Budget Estimate 10
2 �KULAP including organic farming and agri-environmental contracts (individual plan 12 of the StMUV)

Aggregate agrarian funding by Bavaria, the Federal Republic 
and the EU in 2021 (€ 3,847 billion)

 FRG	 39.1 % 
 Bavaria	 30.0 %
 EU	 30.9 %

Support and funding

Financial aid granted by type of holding in 2022/2023

 Profit       Total aid

Unternehmensbezogene Beihilfen nach Betriebsformen 2022/2023
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Timber harvest1 in 1,000 solid cubic meters in Bavaria 2023 
by ownership and tree species � Source: Federal Statistical Office, Deviations due to rounding

Spruce,  
Fir, Douglas fir

Pine,  
Larch

Beech, Other 
hardwood

Oak, 
Red oak

Total

Federal forest 95.2 30.0 26.3 1.3 97.3

Bavarian state forest 4,144.4 647.0 757.2 124.1 5,672.7

Regional forest 1.072.7 202.2 309.0 58.1 1,471.5

Privately-owned forest 11,298.3 1,363.2 1,840.1 206.9 14,708.5

Total 16,610.6 2,242.4 2,932.7 390.4 22,176.0

1 Including damaged wood cutting

Forest area in Bavaria (2.6 million ha)� Source: Inventory of the Forest in Germany, BWI 3

 Upper Bavaria	 24.5 %
 Upper Palatinate	 16.1 %
 Lower Bavaria	 13.8 %
 Lower Franconia	 13.9 %
 Upper Franconia	 11.2 %
 Swabia	 11.2 %
 Middle Franconia	 9.4 %

Ownership structure of forest area (2.6 million ha) �  
	�  Source: Inventory of the Forest in Germany, BWI 3

 Privately-owned forest	 56 %
 Bavarian state forest	 30 %
 Regional forest	 12 %
 Federal forest	 2 %

Forestry
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Trend in wooded areas in Bavaria in 1977 – 2023 excluding natural 
reforestation. The data includes all changes in forest area based on 
official notifications (clearing/afforestation)
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Distribution of tree species� Source: Inventory of the Forest in Germany, BWI 3

 Spruce 	  38.7 %

 Pine 	  16.8 %

 Other deciduous trees	 15.6 %

 Beech 	  15.3 %

 Oak 	  7.4 %

�  Larch 	  2.2 %

 Fir 	  2.9 %

 Douglas fir 	  1.0 %

Total conifer 	 61.6 %

Total deciduous tree	 38.4 %
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Bavaria Bavaria as % 
of Germany

Total population� Status 31 December 2018 13.37 m 15.8 %

Area � Status 31 December 2018 70,542 km² 19.7 %

Population/km² � Status 31 December 2018 190 Comparison value � 236

Workforce in agriculture � 2019 113,900 20.6 %
Gross value added in agriculture,  
forestry, fisheries� 2019

€ 5.4 bn 18.1 %

Number of farm holdings� 2019 holdings as from 5 ha UAA 81,560 32.0 %
Average UAA/holding� 2019 holdings as from 5 ha UAA 37.8 ha Comparison value � 65 ha
Forest area 2.49 m ha 23.3 %
Utilised agricultural area� 2019 3.1 m ha 18.6 %
Arable land� 2019 2.03 m ha 17.4 %
Permanent grassland� 2019 1.04 m ha 22.1 %
Disadvantaged areas 1.90 m ha 27.2 %
Cattle farmers� November 2019  39,113 30.7 %
Dairy farmers� November 2019 23,365 46.2 %
Pig farmers� November 2019 3,380 20.9 %
Number of cattle� November 2019 2.80 m 25.9 %
Number of dairy cows� November 2019 1.06 m 28.5 %
Number of pigs� November 2019 2.44 m 11.5 %
Milk production 8.21 m t 25.2 %
Exports of agricultural and food products € 12.04 bn 13.1 %
Imports of agricultural and food products € 13.4 bn 11.8 %

Abbreviations and units�  

km²	 square kilometre (= 100 hectares = 10,000 ares = 1,000,000 square metre)

ha 	 hectare (=100 ares = 10,000 square metres)

t	 tonne (=1,000 kilograms)

dt	 decitonne (= 100 kilograms)

hl 	 hectolitre (= 100 litres)

UAA	 Utilised agricultural area

AWU 	 Farm workforce

family AWU 	 Member of the farmer family

Due to rounding of individual amounts there may be minor discrepancies in the total.

Facts at a glance



Legal info

Bavarian State Ministry for Food, Agriculture,  
Forestry and Tourism (StMELF) 
Ludwigstraße 2, 80539 Munich  
info@stmelf.bayern.de | www.stmelf.bayern.de

No. 08182025, Last updated: September 2025

Editors: Referat Bayerische Agrarpolitik, Sonderaufgaben, Agrarstatistik, 
Wirtschaftsbeobachtung und Referat Öffentlichkeitsarbeit, Online-Kommunikation, 
Protokoll, Orden

Data sources: Official statistics – Bavarian Regional Office for Statistics (LfStat); Business 
statistics – Bavarian State Ministry for Food, Agriculture, Forestry and Tourism (StMELF)

This code takes you directly to the website  
www.agrarbericht.bayern.de

Do you want to find out more about 
the work of the Bavarian State Govern-
ment? BAYERN DIREKT is your direct 
line to the Bavarian State Government. 
Phone 089 12 22 20 or e-mail direkt@
bayern.de for information material and 
brochures, details of current topics and 
internet sources, as well as information 
on authorities, responsible bodies and 
contact partners at the Bavarian State 
Government.

NOTE

This brochure is published as part of the public-relations work of 
the Bavarian State Government. It may not be used for canvass-
ing purposes by political parties, canvassers or electoral assis-
tants within five months of an election. This applies to State, 
Parliamentary, local and European elections. During this period, 
in particular, its distribution at election rallies and party informa-
tion stands as well as its inclusion in, printing on, and attachment 
to, political party information or promotional material consti-
tutes improper use. It may furthermore not be passed on to 
other persons for canvassing purposes. Even if there is no elec-
tion forthcoming, this brochure must not be used in such a 
manner that it could be construed as support by the State Gov-
ernment for specific political groups. The parties are permitted 
to use the brochure for purposes of instructing their own mem-
bers.


